Procunier Tells Infighting

Over Firing Of Mondanaro
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Chief state health administrator
Ray Procunier Tuesday praised Jo-
sette Mondanaro as one of the best
administrators in the Health Depart-
ment and said he quit at one point
ratherthan fire her.

In afterncon testimony before a
state Personnel Board hearing officer
on Dr. Mendanaro’s appeal, Procuni-
er also said Xavier Mena, an execu-
tive assistant to state Health and
Welfare Agency Secretary Mario
QObledo, apparently lied about how
Mena obtained the controversial let-
ter which purportedly prompted Dr.
Mondanaro’s dismissal. ;

Mena, who testified earlier under
intensive questioning by Dr. Monda-
naro’s attorney, Ephraim Margolin,
was in the large audience of specta-
tors during Procunier’s testimony
and listened grimly as his earlier
statement about the letter was contra-
dicted.

Procunier, Dr. Mondanaro’s imme-
diate superior in her job as director of
the state Health Department’s Sub-
stance Abuse Division, said Mena told
him the allegedly obscene personal

letter, on state stationery, was sent to,
Mena anenymously in the mail.

Earlier, however, Mena testified
under oath that he learned of the June
24 letter in early October and asked
Obledo aide Bill Wilder to “obtain”’ it
for him. Wilder, he said, obtained it
“within 24 hours" from Jim Miller, a
former substance abuse employee.
Mena said the letter was “well-
known" among division employees.

*“I remember fairly distinctly what
he (Mena) told me,” Procunier testi-
fied. “He either lied to me or he lied
here.”

Dr. Mondanaro was ordered fired
by Gov. Brown last Oct. 25, the day
before her probationary period ex-
pired and four months after the letter
was written in response to an inquiry
from a doctor friend requesting her
views on an article about child por-
nography. A pediatrician, Dr. Monda-

aro vehemently opposes the sexual
buse of children and responded, in
.- vivid terms, that she felt the article’s

- quthor was soft on the use of childrén

Linpornography, ;. o0

She contends she was fired for polit-
ical reasons, because she is a leshian
who might be a political threat to Gov.
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Brown and because she repeatedly
clashed with Obledec and Mena over
program and personnel issues.

Procunier said “incredible” de-
mands were placed on Dr. Mondanaro
by agency heads. In effect, his testi-
mony supported her contention that
she was harassed by Obledo and
Mena, who she claims used the letter
asan excuse to force her firing.

In an apparent effort to show the
letter was circulated long before the
dismissal, Margolin subpoenaed
Frank McCulloch, managing editor of
The Sacramento Bee, who testified
that the letter was sent or brought to
The Bee sometime last summer, pos-
siblyin July.

McCulloch said Bee editors decided
not to print the letter because “‘de-
spite the fact it was on state statio-
nery, it was a personal communica-
tion.” To publish it, he said, might be
“an invasion of privacy.” He said he
did not know who provided The Bee
with the letter.

Procunier said agency pressure
was of such magnitude that he repeat-
edly told Mena to channel all requests
to Dr. Mondanaro through the chief
state health administrator.

“‘We had an original meeting (with
Mena) where we laid down the ground
rules,” Procunier said, “‘and it was
just a few hours later when they vio-
lated it as far asI was concerned ...

“I was dealing with this all the time
because every time ! turned around
Josette and Sally (Sally Davis, Dr.
Mondanaro’s assistant) were telling
me he’d violated the rules. I wasn'’t in
favor of his being around as liaison
(between the agency and the depart-
ment) because we didn’t need him as
faras ] was concerned ...

“We drew up some preity rigid
rules as to how he would relate to the
Substance Abuse Division. All com-
munication, written or phoned, was to
go through me s0 they‘(division staff)
could 'do their work ... The basic
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rules were, don’t bother Josette ana
her staff, to go through me and if
think it’s necessary I'll do it. If I don’t
we’ll go to war.”

Based on Procunier’s and Mena’s
testimony, there were apparently
many occasions when they did just
that.

Under intensive questioning by
Margolin Monday and Tuesday, Mena
denied harassing Dr. Mondanaro and
said he expected a division director to
have readily available the informa-
tion Mena requested. Margolin con-
tends the requests were incessant,
harassing and on impossibly short
notice.

Procunier said he objected to some
of Mena’s requests because Dr. Mon-
danaro and her staff had other, more
pressing, work to do.

““That’s what people get paid for in
state government — work — and [
guard that very jealously,” hesaid. I
don’t see why they should be writing
up reports all the time just to satisfy
someone’s need to fill their filing cabi-
nets .... I give out more information
to people than the average bureau-
crat, but make-work makes me
mad."”

Asked by Margolin if, in 30 years of
state service Procunier bad seen
anything which exceeded the de-
mands placed on Dr. Mondanaro by
it)}lle agency, he said: “It was incredi-

e.)l

Procunier said he first learned of
the letter a week or two before the fir-
ing from state Health Director Dr.
Jerome Lackner, who testified earlier
that he was apprised of the letter by
Obledo. Dr. Lackner also testified
that he dismissed Dr. Mondanaro
because of pressure from agency
heads and that he opposed the firing,

“I was sitting in my office and
Lackner came in and shut the door,
and I knew there was trouble because
he never shuts the door,” Procunier
said. After he read the letter, Procuni-
ersaid he asked Dr. Lackner:

“Which side (of the child pornogra-
phy issue) was she on?"’ Dr. Lackner
testified earlier that he told Procunier
Dr. Mondanaro was strongly opposed
tothe sexual abuse of children.

*‘So I said, no preblem,” Procunier
testified.

He said he then reprimanded Dr.
Mondanaro for writing the letter on
state stationery. He said she accepted
the reprimand and promised not to do
itagain. ,

“The w?' 1 discipline people, they
understand what I say or they don’t
and they go,” Procunier said.:- - «



Procunier said he considered the
matter closed, althouih he initiated
an investigation into how the letter
came to be removed from her fileg —
an infraction which he considered to
be more serious than the language
contained in Dr. Mondanaro’s letter.

“The thing that bothered me was
that nobody could know about that
letter unless they had been going
through the files,” Procunier testi-
tied. “That’s a very serious breach of
security. I think there should have
been a big turmoil throughout the

- administration as to why someone
wasg putting the creep on her, If some
sucker brought me that letter, my
first question would have been, where
did you get it and how?”

Procunier generally supported Dr.
Lackner’s earlier testimony that the
two health administrators met with J.
Anthony Kline, Gov. Brown’s legal
affairs secretary, before the Monda-
naro firing. Dr. Lackner testified that
Kline expressed concern about the
possible political ramifications of Dr.

“Mondanaro’s letier getting into the

* hands of Brown opponents in the re-
electioncampaign.. .- & = ..

« . The. governor and his top aides in-
\- gist the only reason for Dr. Mondana-

. ro’s dismissal was the language con-

tainedinthe letter... .~
i _ Procunier said he also met with
- Brown, but regused to divulge -the

contents of that meeting “because I
have had a policy all my career that I
do not make public my conversations
with governors.” He said he woulg
discuss the “end result,” which was
that Brown ordered her fired and
would take responsibility for it.

““The end result, very simply, was
that he wanted Dr. Mondanaro ired,”
Procunier said. “My resistance was
that I was not going to do it unless he
goes public,” which Procunier said
the governor agreed to do.

Al one point in events leading to Dr.
Mondanaro’s dismissal, Procunier
said he told Dr. Lackner and Obledo
he was resigning rather than fire the
drug abuse director. During his first
meeting with Obledo — after he decid-
ed a reprimand was sufficient punish-
ment for Dr. Mondanaro — Procunier
said he met with the agency secre-
tary.

‘“We sat down and exchanged pleas-
antries,” Procunier said. “He either
said or communicated clearly that he
wasn'’t satisfied with-what I'd done. I
told him I was satisfied, so it was his

move. I told him I woulds fire her,
that he’d have to fire me firs, hge said
that was possible, and I left.”

After a second meeting with Oble-
do, Procunier said he asked Dr, Mon-
danaro to resign, “She said, ‘Do you
really want me to?’ Isaid, ‘No.””

Procunier said he then told Dr.

Lackner he was resigning, “and |

went home,”

Procunier and Dr. Lackner said Dr.,
Mondanaro was an excellet adminis-
trator with a well-known professional
rePutation in drug abuse work.”

‘I had seven deputy directors, and
she was one of the top ones,” Procuni-
er testified. “She was a truly out-
standing deputy director.”

Asked by Margolin if he found the
language in Dr. Mondanaro’s letteran
appropriate response to an inquiry
about “gonorrhea of the throat in an
18-month-old”” — a portion of the in-
quiry to which Dr. Mondanaro’s letter
was a response — Procunier said:

“I would have said s; mething simi-
lar, probably less crea ive.". i faar
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