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No matter that political campaigns have recently been

focusing more on women's issues——it's still mostly men _
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Napa Valley's most exciting golf
experience. “The Vineyards
Course at Chardonnay Club,”
is within your reach.

18 holes of championship
golf. perennially ranking in the
TOP 25 for California courses.

Take advantage of our
Summer Specials:
Sentor Citizen Rates

Range Paus.
Weekday Specials

For reservations call:
{800) 788-0136
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vividly recalls thac first day when she was assigned by the

I
~ [he Girls on the Bus

29 usan Sward was a 23-year-old reporter with 2 Stanford

\ Dachelor’s in psychology, a master’s in journalism from .

UCLA and a prestigious Los Angeles Times intemnship

behind her when she became one of the firstwomen ever
to cover the California Scare Capitol in 1971. ¥ She szil]

Associared Press w0 cover the California Assembiy. “Nv
first day on the floor, {Assemblyman] Bill Bagley came and
kissed my band and arm. on bended kneein froncof mvAP
seat on the edge of the floor. Willje Brown came over and
asked if I would coauthor his consenting adules bill.”

More amused than offended, Sward merely wenr abour
her business, covering stace governmentand politics. often
feeling very young—and very alone. “That was panly a
funcdon of being 23 and unsure of myself generallv when
I amived in Sacramenro,” she says. “Burt it was also o
function of the intense maleness of the place.

“While I didn'tmind Brown’s consentingadults joke, for
example, I did gersick of the day-in. dav-out male bonding
Ispect of the place-—ihe locker room flavor of jokes and
friendships and the way it flavored how the polides goc
done... Bit by bit, char changed, as more women came into
the Legislarure, the press corps and on swff.® -

When Sward came to rown in 1971, she says that among
the 60-some accredited reporeers, there wére, at mose,
three female reparrers covering the Capirol. Minoricy re-
porters were noncxistent. In the Legisiamure itself, she
says, there were only three women in the state Assembiy,
nonein the Senate, and “very few” female legislative stast.

“The basic female presence was secretaries,” she savys,

€ women around seemed like omaments, nor real
players,” :

Although the very firse woman reporter to cover the

ifornia Capirol was Mary Ellen Leary of the old Saz

-

Fraudisco News—senc to Sacramento in 1943 when many

- male reporters were “assigned” to World War Il—only 2

handful of women regorters enrered the staunchlyall-male
dornain of Cagirol coverage in the intervening vears.

In the 1960s and carly 1970s—as the women's righrs
movement gained momentum and women reporters tradi-
tonaily consigned to covering so-called “women’s page™
news were allowed (though not necessarily encouraged) co
dogeneral-assignmencand cityside reporting—more wom-
<1 began dhe slow trek roward the “prestige” assignmenrs
such as covering the stare Capitol. Women like the AP’s
Sward, now with the The Sax Fraacisco Cironicls, the late
Nancy Skeiton of The Szcramenzo B2z and the Lasﬂngks
TV RS 2 IC oy £ Fon 1d 7 For Kep S Radic
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Lederer, now a foreign correspondenc
for the AP in Europe.
The numbers have increased some-
what since then, and most major news
organizations with any signifi
ence in the Capirol include women re-
porzers, although the roral number (11
out of approximately 80) remains wildly
underrepresentative. Some women, like
GPI's Rebecca LaVally (now an editor
with the Senate Office of Research),
cracked the “glass ceiling” and become
bureau chiefs or, like T/ Bess Amy
Chance, deputy bureau chiefs.
And women are covering campaigns
in increasing numbers. *There are so
manv women on the campaign rrail,”
said Chance in an interview during the
1990 gubcmatorinlwnpaign,w ichshe
covered for The Bee, “we joke thn: we
don’t go drinking, we go shopp ng.”
While she was covering the presiden-
dal campaign of Bill Clincon. [Chance
said polidcs—and political ceporming—
continued to be dominated by T'a whire
male climate. Women are still not ac-
cepred asa macter of course in g olicics.”
The Capivol Press Corps is 2 power-
ful. presrigious assxgnmcm: covered by
California reporters. and it is one of the
profession’s mostintensely compertve,
as well as one of its most clannish. Citing
its macho, clubby nature. many women

palitical reporters liken their profession
tosports repordng. Once a reporter, usu-
ally a white male, is admirred to this
small bur influendal fraternicy, he often
stays for years, and tumover is glacial.

“Opportunities are really limited in
this business,” says longdme Las Angeles
Times polidical reporter George Skelron.
“A lot of it is breaks, and a lot of it is
talent. And chereare onlysomany jobs.”

Many Sacramento bureaus are one-
and two-person operations, where op-
porcunities for new blood are especially
slim. Bue wumover is also slow in the
larger bureaus.

“It mav just be chance and coinci-
dence,” says the AP’s Jennifer Kemr,
who has covered the Capirol since 1978,
“butacthe larger bureaus, there appears
to be chisconscious decision to just have
one woman reporter.”

Doug Wiilis, longtime AP Sacramen-
to correspondent and president of the
Capitol Correspondents Association,
says there are approximately 80 zccred-
ited reporters who regulariy cover the
Capiroi for general-circulation publica-
dons. That aumber includes only 11
women {(down frama high of about 17 in
the mid-1980s). The largest numder of
wornen reporters is at Jhe Bee, where
there are fourwomen in the 11-member
buresu. including Chance, Capirol Mews

Editor Eli Shawand tworeporters, Kathy
Smich and Pam Podger, who cover the
Capicol for The Sacramento Bee's sister
papers in Maodesta and Fresno.

As news organizations have scaled
back in the recession, Willis savs, che
sizeof the Capitol PressCorps hasshrunk
slightly. Women remain a disdncr mi-
noricy—hardly representative of their
number in the genenal population, or in
the rest of journalism. And ethnic mi-
norites, male or female, remain largely
nonexistent. With The Bee's reassign-
ment of Herb Sampie, who is black, o
the paper’s Washingron bureau, there
are no black reporters in the Capitol
press corps, and only three Hispanic
journaliss—£..4. Times Capitol Bureau
Chief Ammando Acuna, Gannet? News/

USA Today's RavSoteroand KenChavez -

ac The Bee.

The news busincss in California is
“still basically a whize guvs’ operation,”
savs Robert Forsvth, a former Ber ediror
and Capirol reporter who was press sec-
rerary to state Senate President Pro

Temuorc David Reberd, D-Van Nuvs,
and now directs media relacions for the
California Applicants Artomeys Associ-
ation. “Look at the news organization in
California. How many decisionmalkers
are women and minonides? Damn few.”
feonspued on page 41)
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nile hall “are subject 1o a classification
system—vou don't pur hardened bovs
in witch the lighrer offenders. Thar's nat
the case with che girls. You can have a
girl who shoplifced in with a prostituce.”

She believes sexual abuse of voung
girlsand women isa far greater problem

than acknowledged. “So many of these -

girls come through the system after hav-
ing been abused !
“Many, many are victimized by young
men, 252and 30, who pfeyon voung girls.
It is a serious problem, and we are dot
spending anywhere piear the tim
cnergy we need to be spending of it
“:Vc': keep ;n_ring < blues
high rates of teendge pregnanty,
whatare we doing aboul:F'.i:? Sa e

cno
has an incolerably high level/of infant
morealicy, even worse for bldck voung-
sters. Oric agency doesn™e talk woanoth-
er. The jivenile justice system doesn't

talk to Haalch and HumanServices, and
so forth. [t’s maddeningjtrving to find
services fhr chese kids.”

Lytle has established “a prococol in
very preii}jninary stagey” which wargets
minors foy referral tofthe Sacramento
Counry Ddpartmenc of Health and Hu-
man Serviges. which {does a “needs as-
sessment” 3nd refery the voung person
toservices ranging fer prenaml care for
pregnant tegnagers o food programs.

“I'm noc akulturd] anchropologist ora

saciologise.” I..ytic vs. the anger rising
in hervoice. ﬁuc ave come to wonder
just how muc erica cares about our

children. We mllga good line. buc I look
acour child abusg races. our infant mor-
tality races, and { really wonder . . . So-
called underdeveloped countrieson this
planet save mgre babies chan we do.
And when wefdo give people. or the
family, some Help, we make them work
so hard to ger jt. If vou want one service,
vou go to ong/office. [f vou need anoch-
er, you go tofanother.”

And she bglieves children s issues are
issues. “Children are raised by
€ most part. ... If vou want
womkn's issues. a good

is the child. The most

v s a teenger.”
She blames media imagervand asoci-
tal prfoccupation with sex for che
mixed messages” girls ceceive abour
emal¢ sexnalicy. “We need to teach
i d a lor of women abourt sex.”
vele/ says. “That whole ‘Juse say no ro
drugs’ campaign makes some sense in
the Sexual arena. Too manv of them
up thinking thar they're just a
bogy, that to be popular with bays vou
haje to give it up. [ see 12-vear-olds,
they hardly have any breasw, and they're
l!' tie sexpors. The only wayv thev can
~telare to men is as 2 vamp.
*“This nation is preoccupied with sex.
and it is to the derriment of girls.” V¥

CoNTINESD Faem raea as
Ginger Rutand, longtime Capitol
Bureau reporter for San Francisco's
KRON-TV who became an editorial
writer for The Beewhen KRON closed ics
Sacramento bureau in 1988, recalls a

_ - gubernatorial news conference when
Iv,” she says.,”

George Deukmejian was firscelected in
1982. Reporters were asking a lor of
questionsaboutthe governor'sall-white
male cabinet appointments, says Rut-
land, who for many years was the oniy
black reporter covering the Capirol.
“He [Deukmeijian] locked around the
governor's press conference room and
said, *All you people asking me ques-
tions are preery male and prery white.
There were ttters around the room. Bur
all of these people who were asking

color and lack of diversicy in his admin-

istration were left with chis realiry that |
there was a lack of diversity in theirown |

ranks.”

Women reporters covering the state :

Capirol inthe 1970sreported widespread

incidencs of whar roday would be re- |

garded as especially egregious sexual

of life in chat milien.

In a 1985 California Journal article, |
former UPI Capicol Bureau Chief La- :

Vaily detailed sexually harassing behav-
ior by prominent male legislators—and

named chem. Among ocher incidents. |

she recounted how the late Assembly-
man Waiter Ingails once sent a male
reporter “into gales of laughter by say-
ing, in front of me, thar another woman
reporter looked like she had visited 'a
gynecologist with cold fingers.’ ™
“Some legislators were sexist. some
were egalitarian, some were flirtadous,”
LaVally recailed in 2 1990 interview.
“Jim Mills [who was Senate President
Pro Tempore when LaVally wencto the
Capitolin 1977] called me the poorman’s
Brenda Stamr. On the other hand, wday,
[David] Roberti would never do that. I

think todaythereare more Roberris than

Jim Millses. A lot more women lobbyists
and legislators have showed up and
changed the chemistry. And I've gorren
oider. The interaction is different. 'm
more respected for what I do.”

Although women .reporters say their
uearment at the Capirol has improved
substanually over the years, problems
remain, There is “definitely some sex-~
ism” remainingamong Capitol habirues.
says Kathleen Z. McKenna, former Oa#é-
land Tribune Capitol reporter, who lefta
temporary position wich ke Bee in Au-
gustto becomea public affairs represen-
earive for Kaiser-Permanente.

“I don’t think ir's always overt, but
there is an undercurrene that is always
there,” savs McKenna, whoalso teaches

journalism ar Cosumnes River College.
“Is it a problem, or do you work around
it? No, it’s not usually a problem. Yes, I
wark around i¢.”

KXTV’s Deborah Pacyna, who last
year became che first woman presidenc
of the Sacramento Press Club, says the
Capirol remains in many ways “2 good-
old-boys’ nerwork. I go inco press con-
ferences, and there isa sea of male faces,
Still. There is something about politics.
It’s like spores. There’s kind of 2 club
:hing.l'

Rutdand says the Capirol camaraderic
among largely male repomers and che
officials they cover often prevents in-
vestigative reporting and coverage of
the seriousissues. “Idon’tchink there is
a lot of good coverage of the Capitol by
anybody,” she savs. “There is 1 lack of

. real work. The agencies are largely ig-
sancrimonious questions about lack of |

nored by the Cupirol press corps, which
thinks it has to wait and waech those
people {legislacors] go chrough cheir file
on the floor when really ficrle or nothing
of substance is going on. They do their
ritual coverage—a lot of inside smuff."
Bob Forsyth. who started az the Cap-
itol with AP in 1969, then wenr to The

i Sactamento Unionand The Bee, says, “Ba-
harassment—iargely tolerated as a fact |

sically, it's pack joumalism——and thar
would be the case even if ic were 50
percent or 80 percent women.”

Perhaps because theyare historic out-
siders who distrust—or are distrusced
by-—so-called Capitol insiders, women
reporrersin Sacramento have often been
responsible for pioneering coverage of
issues previously ignored by their male
peers.

“Sometimes men getcaughtupin the
politics of something,” says the AP’s
Kerr, “without stopping to think about
the people affecred—often women an
children.” -

Claire Cooper. who now covers legal
affairs for The Ber, savs abortion issues
were not adequarcly covered when she
was assigned to the Capitol because male .
reporters “did nor see it as a significant
issue.”

“Women tend.to have differencsourc-
¢s,” Cooper says. “There’s overlap, bur
I have a helluva lot of women sources,
people who are comfortable with me,
female legislarors. I didn't deal with che
same old-boys’ club, and I had less will-
ingness to buyinto cheestablished peck-
ing order.” v

Sigrid Bathen & a former Sactamenta Bee
reporterauto teackes journalism at California
Stare University, Sacramento. A founder of
the Women's Caucus of the Sacramento News-
paper Guild and president of Sacramento
Wormnen in the Media in the 19705, shefas done
extensice research on women in the media.
This story is pare of ber CSUS maseer's thesis.
A cersion of this article was pubiished in the
California Republic magazine in 1992,
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