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A 9-year-old epileptic and mentally

retarded boy died at Stockton State
Hospital in 1972 after his medication
and impoertant medical information

cencerning his allergic reaction to the -

epilepsy drug Dilantin were “mis-
placed.” #

The boy died Dec. 22, 1872, four i
days affer being transferred to Stock- ;

ton from Porterville State Hospital 7

and the day after Dilantin was pre-
scribed for him by a hospital pnysz-
cian who apparentl} did not know of
the boy’s allergy to the drug.

The boy’s hosp1ta1 records are con-
tained in reports compiled during a
recent State Health Department in-

vestigation into conditions at the
Stocktos facility. -

State  health cofficials e'(oreased,

shoek and dismay at accounts of the
1972 death,.which they attribute to a
series of administrative errors begin-
ning prior to the hoy's admission.
Don Stockman, who coordinated
much of the state investigation, said
accounts of events leading to the
boy’s death #turned my stomach.”
L

“] was appalled,” he said. “Here
was a young man who lost his life be-
cause some idiot forgot about some
forms.”

The investigation was ordered in

October by Health Department Depu-
ty Director Don Z. Miller after public-
ity about a 6-year-old mentally retard-
ed child, Michael McKibben of Sacra-

mento, who was found battered and .

bruised at the hospital.

The reports are- being studied by |

the 'state attorney general’s office,
fhe San Joaquin County district at-
torney’s office and a citizens’ review
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committee appointed by the Health
Department. .

Miller last month announced nu-
merous reforms in hb<pital opera-

tions as a result of “‘e investigation,

which he initially declined to make
public. He agreed to allow The Bee ac-

cess to the reports provided patient-

confidentiality is protected.

The circumstances which culminat-

ed in the child’s death apparentlv ber

gan on Dee. 14 or 13, 1972, w hen—
according to St ockton State Hospital
records—officials at Porterville State
Hospital sent 2 telegram to Stockton
_warning of the boy’s “toxic reaction”
to Dilantin. That message was evi-
dently. misplaced, 1°no*ed forgotten
« or otherwise lost unt}l Dec ‘71—after

the boy was given Dilantin for an ep1
* Ieptic seizure.

" Y[ am sure the teletvpa arnved at
. Stockton,” Miller said..*“Just whnat

. happened after 1t got Lhere 1s xery'

vague.’

Tne bov was hrourht by hzs parenta Z

to Stockton on the eveni ng of Dec. 18§,
three or four days after the ill-fated
telegram was sent from Porterville.
The child’s mother, contacted at the
family’s home near Stockton, said the
bov’'s medication was given to hospi-
tal employes when he was admtted
on Dec. 18.

The medication, like the teleeram
was misplaced, and employes on his
ward — includinz physicians—
apparently did not initially know the
child was an epileptic.

The regular ward physician, Dr.

 Sheldon Yucht, was off-duty when the

boy was admitted, so he was seen by

* Dr. Robert Griswold, a psychiatrist in

a San Joagquin County-operated pro-
gram for the mentally ill on the state
hospital grounds. Dr. Griswold was
designated as “medical officer of the
day” at the time the boy was 4dmit-
ted. He said he assumed the medical
evaluation of the child had already
been done at Portervilie, and he pre-
scribed only a sedative for sleep.

“I don’t know anything about the
background of the case,” he said.

“I worked with the mentally ill, and

the workings of the retarded section !

were largely a mystery to me.”
, According to hospital records, the
boy experienced a grand mal epileptic
seizure on Dec. 21, Dr. Yucht pre-
scribed Dilantin and 24 hours later
the child died.

Dr. Yucht, who is now at the Sacra.

mento ‘\Iedlcal Center, said the cir- '
boy’s -

‘cumstances surrounding the
death involved “an unfortunate com-
bination of oversights.”
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Deport Shows State Hospital Patient
ar Drug, Data We e Mislaid

Dr. John Freeman, the medical =
director at Stockton, who has been
criticized by state officials and is on
“probation” as & result of -
the state investigation, szid the tele- -
gram describing the child’s “toxic
reaction” to Dilantin was found by
Dr. Yucht after the Dilantin was ad- |
ministered. 1

The same day the boy died, pS‘.’Ch.l- i

. atric technician Betty Rozier (now re- |

tired) made a routine visit fo Porter- |

:_ville to pick up patients destined for“

Stockton. Mrs. Rozier was employed |
on the same ward where the boy was .
admitted at Stockton, and she was |
aware of the Dec. 21 seizure. !

“I tpld them at Porterville we had a
realiv sick kid,” she recalls. “They
gave me a stack of records and (his)
records were ‘on the bottom. By the
time I got back to Stockton, he was
dead..

“If that telegram (advising Stock
ton of his allergy to Dilantin} was
sent on the 14th, the ward staff didn’t

“know about it. Who can vou blame?

When the teletype came, it chould
have heen sent to the ward. We

~ should never let parents bring Lxds

up, because thev don’t come with the

records.
“The mechcation they brouwnt was,
somehow misplaced a,nd sat on 2 sink

shoved behind some things. We found
it later. The admitting technician was

not used to admitting patients, and -

. =he felt just awful. I thought she
ould erack up.
‘It was a -horrible foul-up. Every--
body was to biame and nobody was to
- blame,” ~
The San J oaqum County coroner’s
office attributed the death to “appar-_ .

,ent natural causes—exact type unde-

termmed o

‘' Freeman sajd' heappointed a.come -

mittee to investigate the boy's death, - !

and the matter was referred-to the
state aftorney general’s office; Jack

Burrows, a claims coordinator inthe

attorney general’s office to whom
dezths in state hospitals are reported,
said he had no records on-the inci-
dent. “I recall reading the thing,” he
said. “Evidently no formal investiga-
ticn was conducted and no lawsuit
was filed.”
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Donald Loy was director of the chil-
aren’s program in which the ﬁhﬂd
was a patient, but he declined to dis
cuss the incident and referred all in-
quiries to Freeman.

The boy’s mother, who asked that
reither her nor her son's name bhe
used, said the family did not file suit
beczuse “I hate to go back and look
back. And we had so many hassles

with tne state bureaumcy
Dr. Yucht wgs very nice and very
helpful | . | It’s one of those things -
vwe can talk about until we're hiue in
toe face, but it won't do any good.”



