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Probe Reveals More
ment’ In Stockton Hospital -
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By Sigrid Bathen
Bee Staff writer

The death of a 9-year-old boy and
the alleged embezzlement of patient |
money are only. the most startling
reyelations to come out of a state in-
vestigation into conditions at Stock-
ton Statﬂ Hospital.

But there are many, perhaps lesser, !
incidents contained in accounts of the
investigation—incidents which point :
to what Health Department officials

say is “bad management” at:the
tockton facility.
Material from the investigation

contains accounts of questionable
treatment methods, problems with se-
curity and dirty or lost laundry, possi-
ble sexual exploitation of patients |
and reports of alleged paﬂent abuse |
by employes.

That at least some of the mcxdents

occurted has been substantiated by

~ Health Department investigators. It
has been corfirmed, for example,
that a.35-year-old female patient and
2 17-year-old male patient were al-
lowed to spend two weekends togeth-
er at a Stockton motel. Investigators
say there is no evidence that the two
engaged in sexual activity. The wom-
an, according to hospital reports, “has
2 history of outwardly displaved ho-
mosexual tendencies,” and the two
shared only expenses "and compamon-
shlp

Hospital patients who are able to fit |
into a community setting are encour-
aged to leave the institutional envi-'

ronment whenever possible, so offi-
cials. say here is nothing inherently
wrong with the fact the two were al-
lowed to leave the grounds. But Don
Z. AMiller, the Health Department’s
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- seen nude in a Stockton bar, in the

“in the Stockton
;ommended that Miller give Stockfon !
: medical director Dr. John Freeman
i and administrator Walt Laputz a clear
i expression of approval and support—
’a recommendation which Miller de-

. Freeman and other unnamed Stock-
+ ton employes on a kind of probation
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deputy director who was in charge of
the full investigation, says “bad judg-
ment” was exercised by hospital per-
sonnel who permifted the two fo stay
together off hospital grounds.

A report of a female patient being |

company of a male from the commu-

_nity, could not be substantiated. Nor
could reports that improper treat-
ment methods—including use of a
control technique called ‘“choking
out” (in which a nerve in a patient's
neck is pinched to cause unconscious-
ness) had been utilized at Stockton.

There was some evidence, however,

" that some patients had been placed in |

restraints to control them, without ';
any serious effort to devise a treat- -
ment method which would prevent
the behavior requiring physical re-
stramts Miller feels those occurr-

. gz ences ‘were more a result of mado-

quate staff training in treatment
methods for retarded persons than
overt mistreatment. 1
- Dr. James Shelton, the Porterville

State Hospital medical director who :
i'was called in by Miller as a consultant

investigation ree- .

chned to adopt.
" The deputy director has placed

until he is satisfied conditions have |
improved at the hospital. At least one
top state health official recommend-
ed Freeman be terminated as medical
director.
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"“T was mot chssatzsﬁeu with Dr.”

Shelton’s report,” Miller said, “but I !
disagreed with his recommendation :
that we say Laputz and Freeman were

doing an cutstanding job.”

Much of the raw data upon wmch ;

the investigation was
including accounts of the 1872 death
and the alleged embezzlement—was
provided by the Concerned Citizens
Action Committee, a group formed
within the past year and composed
primarily of the parents of state hos-
pital patients.

The committee is a kind of parent
splinter group which is not directly
affiliated with the official state hospi-.
tal parents group in Stockton, al-

though some parents are members of |

both,

e

based— -

Members of the committee have ‘i

been 51:)623.1»\111cr out acamst hospltal

conditions a.nd clashing with hospital
administrators ever since the facility
was transformed in 1972 from a hos-
pital for the mentally il to one for
the retarded.

Three women, all mothers of re-

tarded children, have spearheaded

the group: Carol Ferreira, a Stockton
realtor and longtime volunteer at the
hospital; Carolyn Padilla, who with

her husband Lester is 2 member of
the citizens review committee ap- ™

pointed by Miller to analyze the stdte

investigation; and Marie White, a San -

Francisco social 1worker who as for-
mer executive director of the San Joa-
quin Association for the Retarded
clashed repeatedly with hospital ad-

ministrators ov er conditions at the fa- |
cility. .

Although members of Concerned
See Page B2, Col. 1
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Citizens have beer hotiv criticized for
not working “within the-system” by
some parents and professionals in the
field of care for the retarded, the
bulk of their contentions about Stock-
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investigators.
“In any problem area they brought
to our attention, their accusations

3 e

man, a Health Department official
who coordinated much of the state in-

documents and dates, and just about
everything they told us seemed to be
true.™

Although the Concerned Citizens
had been meeting and complaining to
; hospital officials about conditions at
the facility since last summer, it took

idespread publicity about the Octo-
- ber injury of a 6-year-old mentally re-
! tarded boy, Michael McKibben of Sac-
ramento, to prompt a full investiga-
tion into operations at the hospital.
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What investigators found was a hrs-

ton have been documented by state‘

proved to be factual ™ said Don Stock- :

vestigation. “Thev provided us with

Hospital ‘Mismanagement’ Claim

tory of mishandled crises (such as the
McKibben injuries and the 1972 death
of a §-year-old boy), irate parents who
say their complaints are ignored and
disgruntled employes who insist the
hospital is understaffed. As a result
of the investigation, reforms in hospi-
tal operations have been announced,
and Health Department officials say
they are examining procedures at
other state hospitals to make certajn
similar occurrences are avoided at
those facilities.

- The problems at Stockton, they say,
can be traced to several factors
" unique to that facility: inadequate
staff training during the hospital’s
1872 conversion from a facility for
the mentally ill to one for the retard-
ed, a higher average age of employes,
who take more vacation and sick
leave, and the mistakes of administra-
tors. - :

types are a fact of life in state hospi-

“ "tals, and not all of them can be pre-
" .vented. But he believes a balance can

Miller says incidents of various’

~ there ha:_s been bad communication.”
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be reached between Tegimentation -
and anardhy, between “those who

~would have us put up a 10-foot chain

link fence” and inadequate adminis-:
trative controls. i

~ It is apparent that he feels such a
balance has not always been achievad
at Stockton State Hospital. And he is
particularly angered by reports thati
hospital adrinistrators have ignored i
parent complaints or,. even worse, !
failed to notify parents when their
children are injured or seriously ill.

“When T first started to work for 3 |
hespital in the early 1850°s,” Miller
recalls, “the rights of parents were
not very well-defined, and if they
were not happy with what was hap-
pening to their children, there was
very little they could do about it,

“The times have charged, and par- .

. ents have a lot more to say about .

what happens. Not everyhody is with
it vet. There has been bad manage-
ment at Stockton and as a part of that
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